Towards a biblical economy – 15 values that act like mustard seeds
In the beginning God created human beings in “his image”. These images were to foster and maintain THREE positive and constructive relationships.
a. A relationship with God himself 
–  ‘walking in the garden in the cool of the evening’ 

b. A relationship with each other 
–  transparency and oneness

c. A ‘called’ relationship with work 

–  the management (stewardship) of his creation

(Gen 1:26-27, Gen 3:8, Gen 2:16-25, Gen 1:28-31, 2:14)
1. Does the economy support / serve these relationships or do relationships serve the economy?
If we are to do the work of God the bible would ask FOUR questions about the purpose of our economy. The questions are listed without priority and without allowing exception.

2. Does the economy support creation (creativity, innovation, initiative)? We are created in God’s image therefore we too are to be creative   (Gen 1:28, 2:17)
3. Does the economy support production (productivity, work)? Production was mandated in Genesis as our activity both as managers and workers to support and sustain a growing population. We should ask questions about the quality and intent of that production.  (Gen 1:22-27, 2:5,14)
4. Does the economy support the maintenance (sustainability) of creation? The brief was always to “take care of the earth” Humans are called to manage in his image i.e. providing a home for the birds, the animals, the fish.    (Gen 1:27, 2:14, Heb 1:3, Col 1:17, Job 34:14-17, Ps 104:29-30)
5. Does the economy support redemptive and restorative activity. The consequences of sin are far reaching on people and on creation itself. Our work must have a high redemptive component. This means also that the potential gains of production and creation will also be allocated to compensating for the impact of sin as well as for growth. Poverty, crime, family breakdown, conflict and equality are all consequences of sin needing redemptive focus.      (Rom 8:18-23, Eph 1:9-12, Col 1:16-20)
The Bible would then ask FOUR further questions about the values attached to these core questions.
6. Does the economy bring about excellence? Our work should be of good quality, without unnecessary waste, based on the best we know and always seeking to be the best we can be. It should promote continuous improvement without compromise on safety or unnecessary early obsolescence.     (Gen 1:31, Col 3:23, Eph 6:5-9, Col 3:23)
7. Does the economy produce justice? It would therefore include fair process (impartiality), equitable outcome, support true information, transparency, and freedom from discrimination. It will allow merit its own reward and not shy from being honest about consequence.   (Exodus 23:6, Deut 32:4, Ps 9:16, Micah 6:8, Amos 2:7, 5:24
Excellence and justice without moral accountability and love are unattractive legalisms therefore
8. Does the economy support love over selfishness? If love is the consideration of ‘the other’ as equally important in all of life and if love shapes both the process and the outcome of any transaction then work should not allow self interest over another’s interest.
(I Cor 13, 14:1, Jn 13:35, 15:17, Rom 13:10)
9. Does the economy represent good stewardship? Do I hold all I own and manage as God’s or as mine? Am I willing or able to give it back when he asks it of me? Am I efficient and productive or wasteful and unproductive.
      (Lev 25:23, Matt 25:14, Acts 432-35, John 17:4,6-9,12, 1 Cor 4:1)
The Bible would ask me whether the economy I work in and work toward sees the world as God sees it. Do I hold as important the things that He sees as important.
10. Does the economy support the priority of local responsibility over centralised organisation? Am I my brothers keeper? The biblical principle is yes. The priority of responsibility for my ‘brother / sister is with me, my family, my business my church, my local community. This could apply to environment, welfare, keeping the law. Herein lies the first level of care for the needy, the widow, the orphan, It is only the failure or incapacity of this relational level to deliver that shifts the burden to the institutional or collective or national. We should be very wary of allowing efficiency or economies of scale to undermine the relational provision of care(Dt 10:18, Ruth, 1 Tim 5:3-5, James 1:27
11. Does the economy care for the poor? Without diminishing any other expression of God’s work or no 10 above, the key biblical critique or KPI of a good society is the way it cares for the poor and the needy.  (Matt 25:31f, Amos 2:7, Ruth, Job 27)
12. Does the economy hold people as equal?. We are all made in the image of God and we all share in the saving work of Christ. Everything we do must be mindful of the humanness of the other person, the other family, the other community.   (Gen 1:26-27, John 3:16)
13. Does the economy support structures of authority and power of one person or group over another or does it support and reward service and the consideration of ‘the other’?  (Matt 20:25-27, Col 1:15-20, Phil 2:5-11)
14. Is the economy activity dualistic in its view of spiritual and material? If we separate these we are not biblical.  (John 1, Matt 3:17)
15. Is the economy an expression of or a sign of the Kingdom of God? Does it therefore point to the presence, the empowering and the person of Jesus?

(Matt 4:17, 6:33, John 20:21)
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